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The fairy tales from the left pocket

Aleksandar Prokopiev born on February
24, 1953 in Skopje is a Macedonian Ph.

D. in comparative literature and literary
theory. He is also notable as a writer, es-
sayist and a former member of the eminent
Yugoslav rock band Idoli.

Aleksandar Prokopiev is considered to be
one of most acclaimed macedonian writ-
ers. He is two time nominated for prestig-
ous literature award Balkanika.
Aleksandar Prokopiev is winner of litera-
ture award Balkanika in 2012 for his novel
Homunkulus.

Aleksandar Prokopiev is winner of Bulgar-
ian literature award Helikon.

Aleksandar Prokopiev graduated in 1977
at the University of Belgrade Faculty of
Philology, General and Comparative liter-
ature department, and finished postgradu-
ate education in 1982 also in Belgrade and
in Sorbonne, France.

He wrote screenplays for film, theatre, tv
shows, radio dramas and comic books.

His works were translated in English,
French, Italian, Japanese, Russian, Polish,
Hungarian, Czech, Slovak and other lan-
guages. Aleksandar Prokopiev was also an
active musician.
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Homunkulus: postmodern fairy tales for grownups

Homunculus is billed as a collection of sixteen “fairy tales for adults” with something
for every reader. The author has largely retained the classical fairy-tale structure with
its elements of surprise and the constant intertwining of the real and unreal, but he
transcends the sugar-sweet endings we are familiar with. Prokopiev presents us with a
wide range of more “mature” themes too — the erotic, the tragic, feelings of alienation.
Some of the stories are related to internationally known fairy tales such as “Tom
Thumb”, where the main character struggles with an oedipal bond with his mother, or
“The Huntsman”, told from the perspective of the hunter sent out to kill Snow White.
Others go back to Macedonian folk roots or have been freely composed by Prokopiev
himself.

“Often surreal, sometimes inexplicable, Aleksandar Prokopiev is one of the “must-
read”s. He is a teasing, telling interlocutor who likes to play the naive; the brilliant
Fool who is a figure as recognizable from our traditions as from his own. These
shape-shifting stories remain adamantly, radically open for us to interpret. They
challenge us to accept, even to embrace, our own confusion: implying, perhaps, that
life itself'is as confusing as any fable. To read them is to glimpse the wildness at the
heart of Europe.”

Fiona Sampson, Poet. From the foreword to the book.

Touching upon a number of genres (memoir, diary, drama) Prokopiev’s
Homonculus: Fairy Tales From the Left Pocket is a treasure trove of literary
knowledge and wisdom about the world. Most of all, it is a tale with a moral that
stretches far beyond the borders of countries and ideologies to win the hearts and
minds of all readers around the globe.
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